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captured nearly a thousand men and killed a hundred
more out of a total of thirteen hundred, and all for the
loss of two killed and a few dozen wounded.

The Continental army, as the American troops were
called, had won its first victory, and General Cornwallis,
who had succeeded Howe in command of the New Jersey
forces, hastened with several regiments to repair the
defeat. But again Washington outwitted him. Leaving
his camp-fires burning to deceive the British, he and his
army slipped away during the night before the day on
which Cornwallis had decided to give battle, and coming
upon two thousand British troops at Princeton imme-
diately attacked them. The fighting was very fierce,
and at first it looked as though the Americans would
break before the bayonet charges of the British. But at
the critical moment Washington rode to the front, and
recklessly exposing himself to the flying bullets, he
rallied his troops and turned defeat into triumph.

This second victory within a fortnight tremendously
encouraged the Americans. Cornwallis retreated to New
Brunswick, leaving New Jersey to the conqueror, who
led his little army north to Morristown and there went
into winter quarters.

The American cause had survived one critical hour,
thanks to the genius of George Washington, but others
lay ahead; indeed, had the British generals combined
together in 1777 they might easily have won the war.
But the whole campaign of the year was hopelessly
muddled. It was a case of the better army being com-
manded by indifferent leaders, while the less well-
trained, well-equipped army was led by a genius and